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PREACH THE WORD j—— 


MY BRETHREN, | 


; Y the unſolicited and unlooked- for 
favor of the reverend the Dean and 
Chapter of Ely“, I am appointed, 
as you perceive, your Rector; and give 
me leave to aſſure you, that, in propor- 
tion to the abilities Gop hath given me, 
and the opportunities I ſhall find, I am 


extremely defirous of becoming inſtru- 


mental to your ſpiritual welfare. 


The taſk of ſuperintending ſouls, and 
- rightfully diſpenſing Go p's holy Word 
and Sacraments, diſtributing to each their 
portion in due ſeaſon, although very ho- 
nourable, is at once arduous and Wee 


* Particularly the "Fins George Downing, M, A. 
one of the Prebendaries. | 
A 3 Tg 05 
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and we may fay, with 2 Ap oſtle +, 
Who is ſufficient for theſe 8 — 
But however arduous and awful may be 
. the taſk, how inſufficient ſoever frail fallen 
Creatures may be thereto, and although 
I ſenſibly feel my own perſonal defects and 
 frailties, whereby I am leſs equal to the 
taſk than multitudes, of my younger, as 
well as elder Brethren, yet do I take com- 
fort in thoſe gracious chearing promiſes 
made for our encouragement in Go D's 
word, that his“ ( grace is ſufficient for 
« us,” that | © his ſtrength will make 
« perfect the weakneſs of thoſe, who be- 
« come humble ſuppliants for it;“ and 
that Chriſt is with his faithful Miniſters, 
- and will be with them, aiding, ſupporting, 
ſtrengthening them / even unto 
E the end of the world.” My 


With theſe views and encouragements, 
my dear Brethren, I this day, in the pre- 
ſence. of Gop and his Angels, deliberately 
and ſolemnly enter upon "the paſtoral of⸗ 
fice amongſt you. 


In conformity to the cautious injunc- 
tions of our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, | I 
+2 Cor. i. 16. 2 Cor. Kii. 9. 
2 Cor. xii, 9: : 'x Matt. vii 10. 
%% 1 PR have, 
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have, in in your preſence, declared my aſ- 
ſent and conſent to the liturgical forms of 
our Church; I have made declaration, 
that in conducting the publick worſhip of 
Go b, my own practice ſhall be 92 
by them; I have read to you the certifi- 
cate of my having ſubſcribed to this de- 
claration, in the "preſence of our right 
reverend Biſhop; and I have alſo read 
the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, main- 
tained and taught in the wg of Eng- 
land, with a declaration of my unfeigned 


. and conſent thereto ;—And, be- 


lieye me, I have done all this, not merely 
in compliance with the letter of the Law, 


but in full conviction, . that the various 
offices of our Church are the beſt, and 


moſt perfect forms of any I know of in 
Chriſtendom; and that our articles of re- 
ligion are a ſyſtem, of pure evangelical* 
truths, and admirably calculated for. the 
general ſubſcription of an orthodox, Cler- 
Sys as admitting a! diverſity ot opinion in 


ſome non: eſſential points of ſpeculative 


Divinity. — Hence you may collect, that 


1 am a hearty and zealous friend to our 
excellent Church -Eſtabliſnment; that I 


love her Liturgy; that I believe her Doc- 
trines; and that my miniſterial practice 


ide Bp» Burnet, on the 17th Article. 
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„„ 
and preaching amongſt you, are intended 
do be in exact conformity thereto, | 


Some of you may probably be here de- 
ſirous to er a queſtion, and aſk me, 
whether, in order the more effectually to 
put theſe: good deſigns into execution, I 
mean to be conſtantly reſident - amongſt 
you? — In reply whereto, I anſwer, that 
however zealous on your behalf, I can- 
not give you a conſtant perſonal reſidence. 
The providence of GoÞ led me into 
another ſtation, very ſoon after my en- 
trance into the holy miniſtry. My charge 


there is amongſt a very numerous peop 


"MR le; 
and my family connexions are in { 2 ſame 


2 — It cannot, therefore, reaſonably 
e expected that I ſhould quit that ſta- 
tion, and take up my intire reſidence 
here. But, my Brethren, do not imme- 
diately conclude I mean to neglect you : 
that be far from me. It is my intention, 
as long as the Almighty is pleaſed to af- 
ford me health and ſtrength, to devote 
fome, and no inconſiderable portion of 
every year, to the perſonal diſcharge of 
my duty, in theſe-pariſhes; and the re- 
mainder of the time will be, edifyingly I 
hope, filled up by my reverend Brother, 

whom 1 have found Curate, This cir- 

2 | 3 cumſtance, 


can. | 
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cumſtance, I truſt, will not give you any 
uneaſineſs, and I am fure will not, if you 
only recollect, and believe, that © *neither 


«-js he that planteth any thing, neither 


{© he that watereth, but Go p, that giveth 
« the increaſe.” To come to church 
merely becauſe this or that man preaches, 
is to come on a very unworthy motive. 
You are to attend the ſanctuary, becauſe 


you are members of one myſtical body, of 
which Chriſt is the head; becauſe you 


owe duty to Go p, and becauſe . 


ce means of grace, you wiſh to attain to 
ee the hope of glory; in ſhort, becauſe 
you deſire to fave your ſouls. —And if 
theſe be your motives, as they ought to 
be, you'll not return without being edi- 
hed, let who wil ye: the Miniſter offi- | 
Cm” | 75 | a 


Before 1 nn to e to ws Tex ext; . 
E have only one thing more to ſay, and 
that is, that I very much covet your eſ-— 
teem and your love; not becauſe I have 
any apprehenſions it can contribute to my 
temporal intereſt, but on another, and ver 
different account, The tythes, the glebe, 
and che Wed 6fferings, are Wer 2827 


*. 3 Cox. lite 7. A. 1 e 
A's. ſources 


ſources of my income in theſe pariſhes, 
and they were ſettled on the Incumbent 
long before any of us, or our forefathers, 
were born. The law gives me the ſame 
claim thereto, as it does your reſpective 
Landlords to a rent for the premiſſes 
which you hold of them. My due, there- 
fore, I muſt have, and you are to give it 
me, not as a benevolence, but as my legal 
and equitable claim; deſignedly to keep 
back any part whereof, would be robbery 
and ſacrilege, and, you all know, eaſily 
recoverable by the laws of the land. — 
When I aſk, therefore, your eſteem and 
your love, it cannot be on the account of 
temporal advantage, but for another rea- 
ſon, viz. becauſe if you love me, I ſhall 
have much greater reaſon to hope, that 
my miniſterial labours will be attended 
with a greater bleſſing, and more abun- 
dant ſucceſs. They, towards whom there 
is an affectionate partiality, will always be 
heard with candour; their words will be 
attended to with open ears; and whatever 
they ſay, will be ſure to carry with it 
weight and importance. The Chriſtian 
| Miniſter, eee thn who is earneſtly de- 
ſtrous to benefit thoſe over whom he is 
placed, cannot but fervently wiſh to con- 
ciliate their good opinion. He is con- 
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vinced of the infinite importance of the 
errand on which he is ſent; he knows the 
value of ſouls, and is ſolicitous to take 


advantage of every means, duty and re- 
ligious prudence can ſuggeſt, whereby to 
render his labours of love“ effectual 
to the turning men * from darkneſs. to 
« light, and from the power of Satan unto 
« GOD. And, my Brethren, till you 


find juſt grounds whereon to form a dif- 
ferent opinion, do me the juſtice, to be- 
lieve, that I am verily and indeed inter- 
that 1 


much wiſh to be the {6 leis no con- 


eſted in your ſpiritual welfare; 


ducting you ſafely through the wilderneſs 
of this world to the heavenly; Canaan ; 
where, and where only, uninterrupted 


peace, and HEcr-failing joys, are to be 


found. If you can ſuffer yourſelves to 


believe that ſuch are my. earneſt wiſhes, 


and that to accompliſh them my. endea- 


yours are bent, you. ſurely will be prepot-. 
ſeſſed in my favour; and, with this ad- 


vantage, I ſhall not deſpair of being, 


through the Divine Bleſſing, uſeful to you 


in the doynſs of my Mmiſfey. = 51 


a - Nuts leſt Ts, ſhould ſeem.ro 8 the 
lentence of dnrch, with which I intror 
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duced my diſcourſe, let us now turn our 
choughts immediately Heres. 9 
St. Paul, ever Fan in the cauſe of 
Chriſt, not only preaches, but alſo writes 
for the edification of the Church ; and 
having been the inſtrument of converting 
Timothy to the faith, and placed him at 
Ephefus, to exerciſe the paſtoral office; he 
tali to him two Epiſtles, the chief 
deſign of which, ſeems to have been that of 
ſtirring him up faithfully to diſcharge the 
various duties of his Miniſtry. In each 
of them, he enumerates thoſe duties parti- 
cularly. The compaſs of a ſermon, will 
not afford me room to enlarge upon all. 
1 have therefore ſelected one duty, which 
St. Paul gives Timothy i charge; and 
on that, I will eater to remark ſome 
few things, that may be intereſting and 
| beneficial to us all; whence alſo you will 
ſee, what you ought to look for, and 
what, I truſt, you will always find, in my 
diſcourſes from this e Place. 1 an 


The great ApoRile ſay s t0 Bis fon. Ti- 
nothy, and by the Epiſtle being perpe- 
\fuared in the Church, we may ſuppoſe 
him ſaying to every Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pe} - as the Mord. And he Ses it 
22 in 
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in awful ſolemn charge I charge thee, 
ce therefore, before Gon, (he rer and the 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 
„ quick and the dead, at his APPEAring, 
and his kingdom; PREACH THE WORD: 


Nov, my Brethren, there is one point 


of doarine fairly deducible from theſe 
words; and that is this, —Tbere are ſo 

appointed in the Church of Chriſt, to preach 
the Word. Let us then propoſe, and re- 


ſolve ſome queries on this topic: And let 
the firſt be—Who are appointed ?—The 


ſecond What Word are they to preach ? 
And the pong Is it to Es 
ha Word * ä 


W firſt enquiry is Who: are © appointed 
to IIS! the; Word d 11 


he primitive W in ge Chuck 
of © Chriſt; were the Apoſtles, ſelected and 


_commuſſioned to the diſcharge of this 


work, immediately by our bleſſed Lord 


himſelf; who, travelling into various re- 


gions of the earth, propagated the know- 
ledge: of their. Maſter, and the method 
of obtaining ſalvation through him, far 
and wide; and were moſt wonderfully 
bleſſed in winning converts to the faith. 


beets As. WIT was an ordinance ſo 


enen 
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eſſential to the welfare of the Church i in 
all ages, by means whereof the elect were 
to be gathered together, and the fold pre- 
ſerved in ſoundneſs and health, the great 
Shepherd took care, that the commiſſion 

to preach, ſhould not die with thoſe to 
bes "ru it was originally diſpenſed. A 
ſucceſſion of Miniſters was eſtabliſned.— 
The fathers of the Church were directed 
to beget ſpiritual ſons, to co-operate with 


them in, and to perpetuate the work of the 


Lord; and ſoon, the preachers of the 
Word, in the different ſubordinations of 
the Miniſtry, were greatly multiplied 
over the face of the earth.—So gracious 
was the Almighty to this favoured land, 
that in the very firſt century, the ſound 
of the everlaſting Goſpel was heard, from 
one end thereof, even unto the other; 
and in every age ſince, the miniſterial ſuc- 
ceſſion has continued, announcing, with 
a greater or a leſſer degree of light, glad- 
tidings of ſalvation to fallen man. And 
though I do not ſay it is not the duty of 
private Lay-Chriſtians to inſtruct each other 
in ſpiritual things, for under certain cir- 
curnſtances, it is admitted to be as much 
their province, as ours; yet certainly they 
have not that poſitive general commiſſion 
to y which we have; and therefore ſome 
i : pens 


Y 
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perſons, who are too forward in this buſi- 
| neſs, ought ſeriouſly to conſider, whether 
they are not preſumptuous, and running 
before they are ſent.ä— At the ſame time, 
thoſe who follow, and countenance ſuch 
uncommiſſioned teachers, and thereby are 


led too often to neglect the miniſtrations 


of their lawful Paſtors, ought very atten- 
tively to conſider, whether they do as be- 


cometh Chriſtians, and eſpecially Chriſ- 


tians of the Church of England; —nay; 
whether they do not contemn the ordinance 
of Chriſt. —To “ preach the Word” then, 


is the province of Chriſt's Miniſters.— 
It may be, and is the duty of a private 
Chriſtian, 'to admoniſn and inſtru& his 
neighbour, when occaſion offers; parents 


ſhould: ſeek occaſions to inſtruct their off- 


ſpring; ſponſors in baptiſm, their god- 


children; and heads of families, their houſe- - 


holds; but whenever the laity go beyond 


theſe limits, and become public preachers 


of the Word, they appear to me evidently 


to ſtep out of their line; and to do that, 
which the beſt intention cannot juſtify. 


Recolle&, that the words of the text were 


addreſſed by St. Paul to Timothy; who 
was a Miniſter, . and a Biſhop in the 


Church.—The Chriſtian clergy being then 


the only authorized public preachers of 


the 


[ 
. 
| 
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4 ſhip Gon.” Hence we argue, that 
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the Word, we paſs on, in the ſecond place, 
to enquire panticulatly, what is the word 
we are 10 preacy * 


| The Scribes and ie af old, were 
ſharply reproved by our bleſſed Lord, 
becauſe they © made the command- 
« ment of Gop of none effect, by their 
ce tradition; and taught for doctrines the 
*« commandments of men. They intro- 
duced in their diſcourſes, and long dwelt 
upon, the vain fancies and- traditions of 
the Elders: Theſe, they repreſented, as 
obligatory upon their hearers; and ts 
neglect them, they urged, was to incur 
the diſpleaſure of Gop, and thereby en- 
danger their own fafety. But what ſaid 
Chriſt to theſe people ? Why, to their 
face, he calls them hypocrites ; and plainly 
declares, that} © in vain do they wor- 


the traditions and fancies of men, however 
ancient or venerable, wiſe, or virtuous 
they may have been, are not 'to be the 
een of our ene 


Nor are we to build upon hs Fawkes 
of ohr own brain.—A lively Vs mY 


1 ry Matt, xv. 6—g. 4; Matt. xv. 9. 
5 may 
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"_ eafily form a ſyſtem of notions, com- 

pa and curious in themſelves, and which 
will take with many, to whom they may 
be propoſed. —Thus did the Philoſophers 
of antiquity, and they had crowded Schools, 
and numerous Auditories. But the Chriſ- 
tian Preacher is not ſo to employ his ta- 
lent.—He is neither implicitly to follow 
the notions of primitive Sages, nor to 
form new theories of his own. klei is ever 
to bear in mind, that * * one is his Maſ- 
© ter, even Chriſt; 75 and therefore that 
ir is the * word of Go D,” and that only, 
which he is to preach, —The Holy Scrip- 

tyres are to be the teſt of all his miniſte- 
rial exhortations ; for f © whatever is not 
ce read therein, nor may. be proved there- 

« by, is not to be required of any man, 
t that i it ſhould be be . ker as an As 
« of the faith, or be thought requiſite or 
ce neceſſary to ſalvation. This facred 
treaſury of religious knowledge he is to 
ſtudy, and take delight in, that from thence 
he may be 4 © apt to teach, and “able 
* to convince gainſayers.— The writings 
of the Old, as well as the New Teſta- 
* are to * matter for the evan- 


„ Mlatt. xxiit, 8. 1 th Art. of the Church 
of * 1 1 Tim. iii. 2. 


gelical 
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8 orator's inſtructive and admonitory 
harangues.— * Prophecy came not. in 
« old time by the will of man, but holy 
« men of Gop ſpake as they were moved 
<« by the Holy Ghoſt. And God, 
« who at ſundry times, and in diverſe 
© manners, ſpake in times paſt unto the 
« Fathers, by the Prophets, hath in theſe 
« laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son.” — 

The New Teſtament-is the record of that 
Son's ſayings, and the ſayings of thoſe, 
who were inſpired by him to write down 
his unerring truths, for the information 
and conſolation of the world. Therefore, 
I's « to the Law, and to theTeftimony ; and 
$ if v we ſpeak not according to this word, 
it is becauſe there, is no light 1 in 8.“ — 

1 hus you ſee, that it is not. the 1 inventions 
of man, nor the ſu ggcſtions of our own 
brain, that we are to preach, Nor: the pute 
PS Mat ans. T1 "Ons of. Gov,” F 
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Our laſt en quiry 58 Iv, is it to 
« e the Ford? 
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"The Prieſts 1 1512 1815 5 * . 
give us a memorable cxample. for our 
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imitation“: © They read in the book, in 
« the law of Gop. diſtintly, and gave 
e the ſenſe, and cauſed the people to 
te underſtand the reading,” In like man- 
ner, our preaching ought to explain, un- 
fold, and illuſtrate the great truths of 
Scripture, both doctrinal, and practical. 
—As Miniſters of Chriſt, we are particu- 
larly to ſhew the grounds on which the 
world ſtands in need of a Saviour: We 
are to point out that Saviour; and ſhew 
by what prefigurations he was alluded to, 
and by what prophecies he was ſpoken of, 
in the imperfect diſpenſation of Moſes; 
and we are to exhibit the evidences on 
which we aſſert that 7eſus was he, in 
whom every characteriſtic of the Meſſiah 
concentered. We are freely to offer ſal- 
vation through him, and minutely repre- 
ſent. the terms whereon it is attainable.— 
We are to ſhew the neceſſity of repentance; 
theall-gracious promiſes annexed to faith; 
and we are to take ſpecial care, in defin- 
ing what faith is.—We are to declare, 
that © + faith-without works is dead, and 
therefore that the faith to which the pro- 
miſes are annexed, is that which © | work 


Nek. viii. 8. + James ii. 15. f Gal. 


51 TH 
1 e 


“ Ila. lviii. 1. + Exek. xxxiii. 7, 8. 


e 
« eth by love, — Which produceth 4 
fincere univerſal obedience -to all Gop's 


commands.—'Theſe commands, likewiſe, 


we are to particularize, and enlarge upon, 
and enforce, by every perſuaſive argument 


our imaginations. can ſuggeſt. —We are 


not only to aſſert the privileges and the pro- 


miſes of the Goſpel, but alſo the various 
duties, to which the Goſpel, by every poſ- 


ſible ſanction and motive, obliges us.— 
And we are to ſhew the neceſſity of Divine 
Grace, to enable us to walk in the ways 


of duty; which grace we are to repre- 
| ſent as attainable, in the uſe of the ap- 
pointed means, particularly by prayer and 


fupplication to Almighty G 


Another buſineſs of preaching is to re- 


prehend thoſe, who are careleſs of their ſpi- 
ritual concerns, and wallowing in the mire 
of ſin and ſenſuality. —The Prophet Ifaiah 


ſays *, „Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up your 
voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my 
« people their tranſgreſſions, and the 
% houſe of Iſrael their ſins.” And in 
another Prophet, we read theſe words f 
J have made you a watchman unto the 


« houſe of Iſrael, therefore when I fay 


.. | 
D> 


« unto 


. 

«© unto the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die, 
« and thou giveſt him not warning, the 
« ſame wicked man ſhall die in his ini- 
« quiries, but tis blood will I require at 
« thy hand.“ I do not mean, that we 
are, at all times, to ſpeak directly to par- 
ticular perſons, and openly reprove them 


would rarely anſwer a good end. But I 
mean that we are to delineate the ſinner, 
and his various iniquities, ſo that, if pre- 
e Went, he may at leaſt tacitl own, I am 
“ the man:“ And then we are to an- 
nounce * © the terrors of the Lord,” and 
declare, with all boldneſs and freedom, 
that ** f indignation and wrath, tribulation. 
«© and anguiſh,” will inevitably be the 
portion o N one © that doeth evil,“ 
e- Wand en not. 


re Such, in brief. are the 3 duties of 
h the Preacher of God's holy Word ; and 
ur to fulfil them, is faithfully to Fs with 
1 the injunction of the text, 


„JJC 


Now; my Brethren, from what his been f 
ad, I may fairly deduce the POTS 
uſeful inferences: ; 


. PL. brwiii. 15. 1 Rom. 1. Ca... * 
B e 
to | 


for their fans, before a multitude That 


. 1 
ft We of the Clergy have auttiopity, 


and are divinely commanded to *© preach 
ce the Word.” —When our Bleſſed Lord 
ſent forth his Difciples to. * © teach al! 
“ nations,” he concluded, by ſaying, 
„ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 

« the end of the world.” —But as thoſe 
individual perſons, to whom he addreſſed 
himſelf, died like other men; he muſt 
mean,; he would be with them and their 
appointed ſucceſſors; and conſequently, 
the command to teach, muſt be as exten- 
five as the conſolatory promiſe. We have 
therefore particular authority from Chriſt 
to ſpeak to you, in his name, of the things 
relating to the kingdom of Gop: Þ © ne- 
« ceflity is laid upon me, yea, woe is un- 
e de ne, * not the Soſpel. & 


2dly, If fuch be our authority. and com. 
miss you cannot, at leaſt you ought 
not to blame us, for telling you of your 
duty. To preach the mexcies and for- 
giveneſſes of the Goſpel, is by far the 
moſt pleaſant part of our office. When- 
ever therefore from ſuch declaratory 
preaching, we go on to q 25 l re- 


Pg 


„Matt. xxviii. 20, 5 85 1 Cor. i IX, 16, 


1 2 Tim. i IV. 2. 8 
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£ buke, aid exhort, with all « long-ſuf- | 
nl fering,“ we do that which hurts our 
d feelings, though it ſatisfies the conſci- 
g ence.—And you ought always to take 
2 * the faithful wounds of a friend” in 
with better hopes of you, than to ſuppoſe 
that what I at any time honeſtly mean for 
your ſpiritual benefit, will be taken other- 
wife than I wiſh it ſhould be.—My fer- 
vent prayer to Go p for you is, and will 
continue to be, that the word ſpoken from 
my mouth may be highly acceptable to 


it may take root in your hearts, and bring 
forth fruit abundantly, to the praiſe and 
glory of G op. 


But, zdly, You are not + ol 8 to 
N-Whear what we preach, but alſo 70 obey.— 
ME When a Miniſter of Chriſt is faithfully 
UEpreaching the Word, he is not to be at- 
I-Ftended to as a mere man ſpeaking, but as 
heone authoritatively delivering 'a meflage 
n- from Heaven; and thoſe before. whom 
he miniſters, will one day be called to ac- 
re- count for every well-intended fcriptural 
16 Sermon 1 from which they did not Are 


e | 7 Prov, xvii. 8 he 


good part.—Indeed, I prepoſſeſs my mind 


you all; that, through the divine bleſſing, _ 


. Pens my We that you fre- 
- ates. the Sanctuary with prepared hearts, 
and a deſire to e ce * wiſe unto ſal- 

de vation. See that you reflect ſeriouſly 
upon what you. hear, and do your utmoſt 
endeavour to reduce it to practice; re- 

- membering, that f not the heaters of 
ee the Word, but the doers thereof, are 
e juſtified in Go p's light. Then, 
when I obſerve you walking in all the 
ordinances and commandments of the 

_ - Loxp blameleſs, © 1 ſhall ſee of the 

* * travail « of EY ſou], and be ſatisfied.“ 


7 
- 


* 


_ Ia > 


=. Let us now conclude, in 4 trout Col. 

© Se 7 of our Church Make, we be- 

C“ ſeech thee, O God, all Biſhops and Paſ- 

ce tors diligently to preach th holy word, 

e and the 8 obediently to follow the 

« ſame, that they may receive the crown of 

« everlaſting 15 l Wy” it 
* our Lord. — A 
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